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Summary: This report sets out the results of the consultation following the 
completion of the 12 month experimental street light switch off and 40 mph 
speed limit.    
______________________________________________________________ 
Reasons for Recommendations: 
There has been a consultation exercise with interested parties and a unanimous 
response was to make the experimental street lighting switch off permanent. No 
comments were received regarding the speed limit.  The reportable accident 
statistics indicate that there have been no accidents at this location during the 
experimental period.  
 
Recommendations: 
1. Retain the 40 mph speed limit. 
2. Make permanent the experimental street lighting switch. 
3. Remove the street lighting columns as part of the PFI contract. 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Background Papers: 
 
 
Category of Report: OPEN 
 
 
 

  



 
Statutory and Council Policy Checklist 

Financial Implications 
 

YES Cleared by: Catherine Rodgers 
 

Legal Implications 
 

YES Cleared by: Julian Ward 
 

Equality of Opportunity Implications 
YES Cleared by: Ian Oldershaw 

 
Tackling Health Inequalities Implications 

 
NO 

 
Human rights Implications 

 
NO: 

 
Environmental and Sustainability implications 

 
YES 

 
Economic impact 

 
YES 

 
Community safety implications 

 
YES 

 
Human resources implications 

 
NO 

 
Property implications 

 
NO 

 
Area(s) affected 

 
South West 

 
Relevant Cabinet Portfolio Leader 

 
Cllr Leigh Bramall 

 
Relevant Scrutiny Committee if decision called in 

 
 

Economic, Environment and Wellbeing 
Is the item a matter which is reserved for approval by the City Council?    

YES/NO 
 

Press release 
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REPORT ON THE 12 MONTH EXPERIMENTAL STREET LIGHT SWITCH OFF 
AND 40 MPH SPEED LIMIT ON BASLOW ROAD BUS TERMINUS. 
 
1.0 SUMMARY 
 
1.1 This report sets out the results of the consultation following the completion of 

the 12 month experimental street light switch off.    
 
2.0 WHAT DOES THIS REPORT MEAN FOR THE PEOPLE OF SHEFFIELD? 
 
2.1 The report contributes to the "Putting the customer first'' and "achieving better 

value for money"' priorities in the corporate plan "A City of Opportunity" by 
responding to local residents who have expressed various views about the 
new Totley Bus Terminus and the new street lighting on Baslow Road.  The 
installation of the bus terminus was designed to meet the Council's priority of 
providing a public transport system that is easier to use. Discussions about the 
street lighting are set in the context of the Council's priority of "Safer Roads". 

 
3.0 OUTCOME AND SUSTAINABILITY 
 
3.1 Members will recall that a report was presented to this Cabinet on 8th July 

2010.  This report was entitled "Report on the progress of works to amend the 
speed limit, street lighting and provision of vehicle activated signs on Baslow 
Road at the bus terminus ".  Members accepted the recommendations of that 
report but requested that a further report was brought back after the 12 month 
experimental period had elapsed. 

 
4.0 RESULTS OF THE CONSULTATION 
 
4.1 The street lights on Baslow Road between Lane Head Road and the bus 

turning area, were switched off for a 12 month experimental period on 5th 
November 2010.  The location of the street lights are shown in Appendix A 

 
4.2      Vehicle Activated Signs (VAS) were provided in order to enable the speed 

limit on that stretch of Baslow Road to be increased from 30 mph to 40 mph.  
The signs warn drivers on Baslow Road that a bus is exiting the bus turning 
area. 

 
4.3      Traffic accident data from the date the street lights were switched off and the 

speed limit was increased from 30mph to 40 mph (5th November 2010) to the 
date of the latest accident statistics (July 2011)  indicate there have been no 
reported accidents along this stretch of Baslow Road. 

 
4.4 A consultation letter was sent to the following parties asking for their 

comments on the 12 month experimental scheme. 
 

 Sheffield and Peaks Against City Encroachment  (SPACE)  
 Campaign to Protect Rural England (CRPE) 
 Totley residents Association  
 Totley Ward Forum and Transport Group 
 Local Ward Councillors 
 First Bus Group 
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4.5 Responses to the consultation 

The following responses were received from the above consultees 
 

 Space’s response states “SPACE heartily supports the view that the huge 
street lights on the A621Baslow Road out of the city are finally taken down 
and used elsewhere”. The full response is attached as appendix B 

 
 CPRE  response states “Given that there have been no accidents or other 

negative consequences of turning  off the lights, we request they are taken 
down” The full response is attached as appendix C 
 

 Totley Residents Association states “The issue of the lights was discussed in 
last committee meeting held 22nd September. There have been no concerns 
raised by the public to the TRA and it was felt that since the lights have been 
turned off drivers have not been as tempted to speed. The TRA favour the 
lights removal. 
 

 Whilst one local Ward Councillor responded in favour of a permanent removal 
of the lights another does not consider them to be intrusive and still feels that 
the street lights should be retained as part of the phased change in speed 
limits. 
 

 First Group responded that they have not had any negative feedback from 
their drivers.  There are no reported incidents or reported near misses etc 
since the change of speed limit from 30mph to 40mph.  They are anxious, 
however, to ensure that the two street lights at the terminus remain switched 
on subject to the timed switch off midnight to 05:00. 
 

4.6       There have been no negative comments relating to the 40 mph speed limit.  
 Overall, therefore, the situation appears to be stable and there is no reason 
 why the arrangements should not be made permanent. 
 
5.0 RELEVANT IMPLICATIONS 
 
5.1 The cost of removing the street lighting columns is estimated to be £18,000. 

There has been no allocation for this works within the 2012/13 LTP budget. 
However, it has been suggested that, if the PFI contractor were to remove the 
columns, this would create a saving in energy costs alone of around £37,000 
over the 25 year length of the contract.  As such the lamp columns could be 
removed at no cost to the Council and reused elsewhere in the City. 

 
6.0 REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
6.1 There has been a consultation exercise with interested parties and a 

unanimous response was to make the experimental street lighting switch off 
permanent. No comments were received regarding the speed limit.  The 
reportable accident statistics indicate that there have been no accidents at this 
location during the experimental period.  

 
 
 
7.0 RECOMMENDATIONS    
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7.1 Retain the 40 mph speed limit. 
 
7.2 Make permanent the experimental street lighting switch off.  
 
7.3    Remove the street lighting columns as part of the PFI contract. 
   
  
 
 
Simon Green 
Executive Director, Place     10 November 2011 
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